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IN THE MATTER OF NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS 
FOR APPROVAL FOR A MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE 
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DECISION AND ORDER  
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Parties of Record:  
 
Andrew Dembia, Esq., New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
 
BY THE BOARD: 
 
New Jersey Natural Gas Company (“NJNG” or “Company”), a regulated utility subject to the 
jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”), is a corporation duly organized under 
the laws of the State of New Jersey and engaged in the business of transmission and distribution of 
natural gas to approximately 560,000 residential, commercial, and industrial customers in Monmouth 
and Ocean Counties, and parts of Middlesex, Burlington, and Morris Counties in New Jersey. 
  
NJNG currently provides natural gas service within the Township of Berkeley to approximately 
20,157 residential and 1,687 commercial customers.  The Company’s franchise to use the streets 
within the Township for the provision of gas service expired on December 31, 2020.1  On March 25, 
2021 by Resolution No. 21-148-R, the Township renewed NJNG’s franchise for a period of 10 years 
and granted NJNG continued permission to lay and construct its pipes, mains, and related 
appurtenances and facilities within the streets, alleys, squares and public places within the Township.    
A copy of the Resolution is attached to this Order as Exhibit “A”.  By letter dated March 31, 2021, 
NJNG accepted and agreed to the terms of and conditions of the Resolution consistent with 
N.J.S.A. 48:3-16.  Copies of the letter of acceptance and the hearing notice are attached to this 
Order as Exhibits “B” and “C”, respectively. 
 
                                                
1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term.  This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal actions 
it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law.  The Board 
has been assured that pending review of its petition, NJNG represents that it has continued to provide 
service to its customers within the Township in an uninterrupted manner. 
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On April 23, 2021, NJNG filed a petition with the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 
14:1-5.5, seeking approval of the franchise renewal agreement granted by the Township. As required 
by law and after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on June 22, 2021.  Heather Weisband, 
Esq., the Board’s duly appointed hearing officer, presided over the hearing.  Appearances were 
made on behalf of the Company, the New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel (“Rate Counsel”) and 
Board Staff.  No other party participated in the hearing or filed any written submission with the Board 
related to this proceeding. 
 
At the hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and presented the 
testimony of Joseph Puglisi, Managing Engineer.  According to Mr. Puglisi’s testimony and discovery 
responses, NJNG anticipates growth in the Township over the next five (5) years of approximately 
25 to 50 customers annually.  Mr. Puglisi also testified that the Company has the capacity to meet 
the anticipated level of growth within the municipality and does not plan any significant changes in 
its gas distribution system within the Township. 
  
Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated July 20, 2021, indicated that it does not 
object to the Company’s petition since the Company represented that it has the capacity necessary 
to continue to provide natural gas service to the Township.  The term of the municipal consent related 
to the use of streets is limited to a term of 10 years.  However, Rate Counsel requests that the 
approval of the petition include certain restrictions, which are incorporated in this Order. 
 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 
 
After careful review and consideration of the petition and exhibits submitted in this matter, the Board 
HEREBY FINDS that the renewal of the franchise agreement granted to NJNG by the Township of 
Berkeley is necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly serves the public interest, 
and that NJNG has the ability to continue to provide safe, adequate and proper service.  The Board 
FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the necessary experience, financial capability, capacity, 
and facilities in the Township to continue to provide adequate and appropriate service to its existing 
customers, as well as expected future customers, and that the 10-year duration of the municipal 
consent to use the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15.  Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 48:2-14, HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to NJNG by the Township to continue 
to provide gas service, and for the continued use of its public streets for that purpose for a period of 
10 years. 
 
The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 
 

1. As required by N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, and limited by the Resolution, the municipal consent to 
construct, maintain and operate gas lines in the streets and other public places in the 
Township is limited to a term not exceeding 10 years. 
 

2. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes whatsoever 
the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter to be owned by NJNG. 
 

3. This Order shall not affect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this Board or of 
this State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to rates, franchises, 
services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or in any other matters affecting 
NJNG. 

  



This Order shall be effective as of September 7, 2021. 

DATED: September 1, 2021 

q1;t:::;:;;~~ 
COMMISSIONER 

ATTEST: ~~~ 
AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH 
SECRETARY 
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE FRANCHISE AGIREEME.NT WITH 

,NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY 

March 22, 2021 

WHEREAS, New Jersey Natural Gas Company ha.s heretofore bee:n granted a fra nchise and 

consent tD laiy, maintain and operate gas facifities iA the Township of Berkeley; and 

WHEREAS, New J1usey Natural Gas Company ts desirous of extending a!'d r1!newing the period of 

the consent to th is monic;ipaiity to exerolse lts franchise rist,ts In the Township of Befkeley for 

the purpose of furnishing gas therein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED·, that New Jers~y Natural Gas Company be and it Is hereby 

authorized t.o lay, mciintain and operate. its conductors, mains and pipes, t.ogether wi:th the 

appurtenances theN!to, in all ttie public streets, alleiys, squ;ires and publfc places in this 

t'lii,jf"licipality which are under the control and Jurisdiction of the Township for the purpose of 

conducting gas, lncludlng natural gas, or any mixture of gases of various types and for lhe 
pu~pose of transmitting and dlstrlbuting such g;is in tl'lls municlpallity for a period of ten (10} 

yea,rs. fro m the date h@reof,. upon the following terms ;ind conditions: 

1. That New Jersey Na~ural Gas Company shall agree that in elll cases In which street 

openings or excavations are made for the purposes aforesaid, that restoration of 

same will be conducted ln acoordan<:e wi1h the requirements of the Township 
Ordinal'lces in existe nee at the time of said exc.avat ion; and 

2. That New Jersey Natural Gas Compan,y shall conduct t he work or the la,yl,ng or 
rnainta!n11ng of gas plpes therein in a careful and pruden.t manner; an-d 

3. That New .Jersey Natura'! Gas Company shall safeguard the publlc Interest in 

c.ontinuous and uninterrupted service at and after the expiration of the term of the 

grant; and 

4.. That New Jers.ey Naturii l Gas Compa,ny shall maintain its property In good order 

throughout the full term of the gr.mt; and 

5. That New Jersey Natural Gas Company shall coniti1nuously a,fford safe, adequate and 1 

proper service at just and reasonable rates. 

, BE rr FURTHER RESOLVED, that this fran.chise consent, upon approval of the Board of Public 

Utlllt ies of the State of New Jersey, sh.ill supersede t he Resolution granted tiy the Township of 

Berkeley on December 31, 2010; and 

11 
I BE IT FURTKElft RESOLVED, th.it New Jersey Natural G;,s Company sha,lt file with the clerk of this 
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munidpality, within sixty {60) days from the date- hereof, its acceptance of the terms and 
provisions of the f~1nchfw consent herein lilranted and its agreement to be bound by the t@rms 
and provlslons thereof; a rid 

B£ IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that thls resolutlo n shall n-ot become effective untlr It is appfoved by 
the Board of Public Utilities of the State of New Jersey.. 

~9.TIFICA TION 

I, Beve rlv M Carte, do hereby certrfy the forl?golng is a tn1e and accurate oopy of a 
resolutiol'I :.tdopted by the Gollf!rning Body o the Township of Berk@ley at a meeting he ld on the 
22..i day of March, 2021 .. 

20'}{111) 
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'>,# New Jersey ~I,· Natuiral Gas 

Via Electronic ti.fail 

Honorable Beverly M. Carle, R.M:C 
Berkeley Townsrup Clerk 
627 Pinewald/Keswick R oad 
P.O. BoxB 
Bayville, NJ 08721 

_ larch 3 1, 202 1 

Re: Resolution 'o. 21-148-R of the Township of Berkeley, 
County of Oce.an, New Je.rsey, Authorizing Renewal of the 
Franc.bise Agreement with -ew Jers.ey !atura] Gas 
CompanJ 

Dear Ms. Carle: 

New Jerse; atural Gas Company ("NJNG") hereby accepts the terms and 
provisions of the franchise agreement granted by the Berke.Ley Tm.vnship Council on 
March 25, 202 1 and hereby agrees to be bound by the terms and provisions thereof. See 
Resolution No. 2 1-14 8-R attached hereto. 

Please be advised that NJNG will submit the Resolution to the New Jers.ey Board 
of Public Utilities for approval. 

AKD:sf 

Respedfully submitted, ,.. "'\ 
,/ } I ' / I ... / _ 
V »rx}w_d ) \ ,)Z--cf,t.,--G_ 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq. 
Regulatory Affair Counsel 
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Page 1 of 4 
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... New Jersey ~6• Natural Gas 
BY E U ECTRO:\"IC '.\.IA1L 

Honorable Beverly M. Carl RJ..\.tC 
Administrator lunicipal. derk 
Township ofBcd:,cley, OceanCoumy 
627 Pmewald/'Kts,.vid. Road 
P.O. Box B 
Bayville, J0872l 

Honorable l\lary Ann. Cilento 
Cltrlt of the Board 
Ocea.1 County B-o-ard offreehold~~ 
Administration Building, Rm 328 
POBox2l91 

June I , 202l 

Ho11orablc ScottM. -Colabd!a 
County Clerk 
Ocean Co1mly Clerk 's O ffice 
POBo:"2191 
Toms River, NJ 08754-2 191 

HoaorableCarl W. Block 
Ocean Coumy AdminiS't!'ator 
l 0l Hooper Ave. 
Adm.ini:;;tralion Bldg 
Toms Rivet, ~J OS 754 

RE: o the . h tt•et' oftbePetilioo of . ·~· 1rsey. ~ntut-a.l Gas ompany for theAppt· o,':ll 
of a ::viunidpal Francll.ise in the :ro nship of~:rkeler,.OcE11.n ounty 
BP Docket No. GEl 104072.? 

Dear ·me Parties Addrcsscd: 

Pursuant to the pr0visi0ns of ".J.S_'\._ 48 :2-14, ew Jersey i a.tural Gas C0mpany 
("N JNG ") has applied to the New .!T ersey Board of Public Ulililie.s ("Bo:ird") for approval of the 
Tcn.,,11ship of Berkeley's (''Township") Resolution • o. 21 -146-R. which grankd JNG 
p,ermission to continue to provide natural gas service i11 lhe Township as provided Jin ,said 
lt~olu'iion. Ple:a:.ebeadvisedthattheBoardh;a:; setfane22. 202l at l0:00am-l l :OOamEST, as 
the date and lime for lhe Municipal Consent Hearing. Due to the COVID-19 pand~k, lhk 
Municipal Cons.ent Hearing will be held via Zoom. The Zoom log-in information is a-s follows: 

https:/lzo om.us.lj12 5 8136 397?p\,d=:S l pxanxG V3R.c'l"dHJOT3AOUG VFOHFkQTI19 
Passcode: 871017 

My assi.stan. Susan F astuca is lhe Zoom meeling org,wizer. A Zoom meeting invitation 
will be ~mt to you in advam:eo f di.e schaluleddatefortbisMunicipal CoRSmtHtmng. You are 
welcome to panicip ate· in the Zoom meeting to- pm yom views on th e record i f you s.o d esire. 
Also. notice 0£ the bearing is posted 011 the 0:impany 's web site, njng.com, so mterest,ed 
memb ecs of the public m :iy view the.hearing. 

AKD:sf 
C; ServiceLi:.t 

1~15\Vyd<oNR.o&d P.O . Box1484 W8ll, r J 07719 Pbone:800--221-01151 ""'Mlnjng.c»m 
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